CUCUMBER LEAVES
TURNING YELLOW

— DUE TO OVER-WATERING —

When cucumber roots sit in waterlogged soil they cannot

absorb oxygen, and root rot sets in. The plant responds by
yellowing its leaves — which looks exactly like drought
stress, causing many garderers to water more and ¥
make the problem worse.

@ Leaves turn yellow
| starting at the top
of the plant.

@ Yellowing moves
downward.

& Leaves may feel soft
or limp instead of
crisp.

@ Growth slows down
and fruit production
declines.

Yellow leaves
often appear
even though the
soil seems wet.

More water
makes it worse!

WHAT'’S HAPPENING UNDERGROUND

HEALTHY ROOTS
(WELL-DRAINED SOIL)

Roots have access to
oxygen and water.
The plant is healthy !

and leaves stay green.
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Overwatering is

the single most
common reason
cucumber leaves
turn yellow —
and the most
commonly
misdiagnosed.
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OVERWATERED ROOTS
(WATERLOGGED SOIL)
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© Water fills the soil spaces,
i cutting off oxygen. Roots
suffocate, rot begins,

and leaves turn yellow.

¥ Yellowing starts at the top
and moves down.

¥ Often accompanied by
slow growth.

& Soil is dry.
¥ Leaves may wilt quickly.

9 ¥ Edges often turn brown
3 and crispy.

¥ Plant may recover quickly
after watering.

¥ Growth usually continues

REMEMBER: Wet soil + yellow leaves = Think OVERWATERING first!
Always check the soil moisture before you water.

once watered.

WELL-DRAINED SOIL | WATER AT THE BASE |

Water the soil,
not the leaves.

Loose, rich soil
| that drains well

keeps roots healthy.
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Deep watering encourages

BEST PRACTICES TO PREVENT OVERWATERING

WATER DEEPLY, GOOD AIR FLOW

NOT FREQUENTLY

Space plants and provide
air circulation to help
roots and leaves stay healthy.

strong, deep roots.
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CONTAINER DRAINAGE

WHAT YOU CAN DO

CHECK THE SOIL FIRST

| Stick your finger 1-2 inches
into the soil. If it's wet,
don’t water.

WATER LESS OFTEN
Allow the top 1-2 inches
of soil to dry before
watering again.

IMPROVE DRAINAGE
Plant in well-drained soil.
Add compost and avoid
heavy, compacted soil.

MULCH & AERATE

Use mulch to protect roots
but keep it a few inches
away from the stem.
Avoid crusted soil.

RECOVER & REBOUND
Remove badly yellowed leaves.
Improve drainage and reduce
watering. New growth should
return green and healthy.
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Make sure containers
have drainage holes
and don't sit in water.




