& Older (lower) leaves turn
pale yellow uniformly
including the veins.

@ Newer leaves at the top
stay green at first.

@ As deficiency continues,
yellowing moves upward.

@ Leaves may become thin
and papery and may drop
early in severe cases.

& Growth is slow and
plants may be smaller
than normal.
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By Nitrogen is a mobile nutrient

WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE

OLDEST
LEAVES

Nitrogen deficiency is the most common nutrient
problem when cucumber leaves turn yellow.

— when the plant runs short of it,

it pulls nitrogen from its oldest leaves to feed new growth.

This means nitrogen deficiency always shows up first on

the lowest, oldest leaves, gradually progressing up the plant.

WHY IT HAPPENS

Nitrogen is a mobile nutrient, meaning the plant can
move it from older leaves to new growth.

ENOUGH NITROGEN
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NITROGEN DEFICIENCY

<% The Most Common Nutrient Problem €=

NOT ENOUGH NITROGEN

nitrogen from
the oldest leaves
to feed new

The oldest leaves are sacrificed first,
causing them to turn yellow.

Yellowing starts on the lowest,
oldest leaves.
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Yellowing is uniform across
the leaf (not between veins).

New growth at the top
remains green.

No other major problems like

HOW TO CONFIRM IT’S NITROGEN DEFICIENCY

NOT NITROGEN DEFICIENCY
(Interveinal Chlorosis)

pests, disease, or overwatering.

NITROGEN DEFICIENCY
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TIP: If only the veins stay green while the leaf tissue between
veins turns yellow, it's likely a magnesium deficiency, not
nitrogen.

Feed with a nitrogen-rich
organic fertilizer or compost
tea to replenish nitrogen.

Side-dress with compost,
well-rotted manure, or an
organic fertilizer labeled
higher in nitrogen.

Water regularly and deeply.
Nitrogen must be dissolved
in soil moisture for roots to
absorb it.

Mulch to retain moisture
- and support healthy
root activity.

COMPOST

GOOD SOURCES OF NITROGEN FOR CUCUMBERS

BLOOD MEAL

WELL-ROTTED

ALFALFA MEAL

FISH EMULSION = COMPOST TEA

| <% REMEMBER <<=

Nitrogen deficiency always starts at the bottom.
} Feed your soil, not just your plants, for strong,
L healthy cucumber growth'
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