MAGNESIUM DEFICIENCY

=% The Distinctive Yellow Pattern €=

WHEN CUCUMBER LEAVES
TURN YELLOW

Magnesium deficiency produces a very distinctive yellowing pattern
that makes it easier to diagnose than nitrogen deficiency.

When cucumber leaves turn yellow from magnesium deficiency, ¢
the yellowing appears between the leaf veins — a pattern called
interveinal chlorosis — while the veins themselves remain green.

This yellow-between-green-veins pattern is the diagnostic

signature of magnesium deficiency. T —— e
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MAGNESIUM DEFICIENCY
(Interveinal Chlorosis)

@ Yellowing starts between NITROGEN DEFICIENCY

the veins on older leaves.

(Uniform Yellowing)

@ Veins remain green while
the tissue between them
turns yellow.

@ Yellowing may begin near
the edges and between
major veins.

@ Severe cases may show
small brown, dead spots
or scorched edges.

¢ Yellow between veins ¢ Yellowing is uniform
@ Newer leaves at the top : : %
. ) ¢ Veins stay green { e Veins are not more green
usually stay green longer.
V) g ¢ Starts on older leaves * Starts on older leaves
¢ Distinct “net-like” pattern | * No distinct vein pattern
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WHERE IT SHOWS UP FIRST

Magnesium is the central atom
in chlorophyll. Without enough

| | magnesium, the plant cannot
produce chlorophyll in the tissue

Not enough magnesium to
make chlorophyll

TISSUE BETWEEN VEINS (YELLOW)

Magnesium is a mobile nutrient, so the plant

moves it from older leaves to support new growth.
That's why symptoms always appear first on the
lowest, oldest leaves.

between the veins, causing the
yellowing.

| VEIN (GREEN)

Symptoms start
Contains chlorophyll e

on older leaves
at the bottom.

HOW TO FIX IT

Add Epsom salts (1-2 tbsp per
plant) or apply a soil drench
(1 tbsp per gallon of water).
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Add compost or well-rotted

e | manure to improve soil health
Sandy or low Too much Waterlogged Low magnesium j High soil pH and nutrient availability.
organic matter potassium or or very dry in the soil | (alkaline soils : :
soils calcium (can block soil lock up RS sl Frouly/moket
magnesium uptake) magnesium)

Keep soil pH between 6.0 and 6.8
for best magnesium availability.

GOOD SOURCES OF MAGNESIUM FOR CUCUMBERS

EPSOM SALTS COMPOST WORM CASTINGS ~ DOLOMITE LIME GREENSAND ALFALFA MEAL

Mulch to conserve moisture
and support healthy roots.
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TIP: Magnesium deficiency is more common in Sandy soils, 2
high pH soils, and when growing high-producing crops
like cucumbers that need lots of magnesium!




