Cucumbers are easy to grow—and easy to
save seeds from! Saving your own cucumber
seeds saves money and helps you grow the

varieties you love year after year.

‘ HOW TO HARVEST CUCUMBER SEEDS :
Year 1 — Plant & Grow o o o o o

Plant seeds and enjoy crisp, SELECT PLANTS | LET THEM RIPEN HARVEST CUT & SCOOP | FERMENT (IMPORTANT!)
delicious cucumbers all season.

Choose healthy, Allow the cucumbers | Cut the ripe cucumber | Slice the cucumber | Add water and let the

vigorous plants and | to grow past the off the vine. It should | open lengthwise mixture sit at room
let a few of the best | edible stage until feel heavy and the and scoop the seeds | temperature for
fruits mature fully they turn yellow or skin should be yellow, = and pulp into a 2-3 days, stirring
on the vine. light tan and the tan, or lightly brown daily. Good seeds
sink to the bottom.

skin is tough. ‘ and hard.

Year 2 — Seed Production

Let some healthy fruits stay on the

vine too long. They will turn yellow,
soften, and produce seeds for

next year.

GOOD TO KNOW

» Seeds come from fully
mature cucumbers only.

+ Hybrid cucumbers may | l
not grow true to type |

from saved seeds.
Immature Seeds Maturing Seeds Mature Seeds Dry & Ready « Save seeds from open-
White, soft, and flat. Larger and fuller, Plump, hard, Dry seeds are hard and pollinated varieties for
Not ready to save. starting to harden. and cream to tan. tan. Perfect for saving! best results.
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DRYING & CLEANING SEEDS e STORING CUCUMBER SEEDS

1. After fermenting, add water and
stir to loosen the pulp.
| 2. Good seeds will sink.
| Pour off the pulp and

Store in a cool, dark, dry place.
Properly stored cucumber seeds
remain viable for 4—6 years.

any floating debris.
3. Rinse seeds in clean water.
4. Spread seeds out on a paper towel
or screen in a single layer.
5. Let dry completely for 1-2 weeks in a
warm, shady, well-ventilated place.
6. Seeds are ready when hard and
brittle—no moisture inside.
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TIPS FOR SUCCESS
gg SR s k CHOOSE STRONG PLANTS | PATIENCE PAYS [—] LABEL & DATE
ucumbers cross-pollinate

with other cucumber Save seeds from your o Let cucumnbers fully Always label your seeds
varieties and squash healthiest plants with e Vees | mature on the vine. = with the variety name
within 1/2 mile. the best lavor and 4 The longer they and date harvested.

production, Ma 76

ripen, the better =¥
the seeds, j

'S Sune Seods. Shane Abundance. Grows the Tuture! €€

Isolate plants or hand-
pollinate to keep seeds o
| il e " __adl 1/2 MILE |
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