€ coLiecTioN

e CHOOSE THE RIGHT

& HORSE MANURE COMPOSTING GUIDE .

From Collection to Garden

Turn stable waste into rich, life-giving compost!

Application ) _ o4

THE COMPOSTING PROCESS - STEP BY STEP

€ BuLLD YOUR PILE

LOCATION

Clean stalls daily. Remove
wet spots and excess
bedding. Collect manure
and soiled bedding

(straw, shavings).

Avoid letting manure
sit—fresh is best!

@ TURN AND AERATE
Turn the pile every 1-2 weeks for the first

2 months, then every 2-3 weeks.

Turning adds oxygen, speeds

decomposition, and prevents odors.

Pick a well-drained area
away from water sources,
wells, and high-traffic
zones. Good airflow

and easy access

Create a pile or use a

compost bin. Aim for

at least 3 ft wide

x 3 ft high x 3 ft deep

{or larger).

@ MONITOR TEMPERATURE

Heat is your friend! The pile should reach 130-160°F
(54-71°C) for several days to kill weed seeds, parasites,
and pathogens.

| G0-90°F Too cool (slow down)
- 130-160°F = Active composting (ideal)
Over 165°F = Too hot {turn more often) e

Use a compost thermometer
in the center of the pile.

o LAYER FOR SUCCESS

Mix “Browns" (carbon-rich)

e MOISTURE MATTERS

with "Greens” (nitrogen-rich) Keep the pile as moist as
for the best compost. O WEURE: K. 3 POnge:

Browns: Too dry = slow

= Straw Too wet = smelly
+ Dry leaves
+ Shredded paper

« Sawdust

Greens:

+ Horse manure
+ Fresh bedding
« Grass clippings
+ Garden scraps

@ COMPOSTING TIME

Depending on size, materials, and how often you turn it,
compost will be ready in 3—6 months.

You'll know it’s ready when:

+ It's dark, crumbly, and earthy-smelling

+ Original materials are no longer recognizable

+ Temperature stays close to ambient

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Airflow is essential:

Keep it moist:

Use plenty of bedding:

TROUBLESHOOTING

Smelly (like ammonia) = Too wet or too much manure.

Turn regularly and don't
make the pile too dense.

Balance is key:
Aim for a carbon to
nitrogen ratio of
about 25-30:1.

9 SCREEN (OPTIONAL)

Screen compost through 1/2 to 3/4-inch
hardware cloth to remove large pieces
of bedding and create a fine,

uniform texture.

Check often and
add water if needed.

0

Size matters:
Larger piles retain
heat better and
compost faster.

@ STORE YOUR COMPOST

Store finished compost ina
covered area to keep it dry
and protected from rain.

It can be stored for many
months.
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Straw or shavings help
absorb moisture and
balance nitrogen.

Avoid adding:

Hay with seeds, diseased
plants, or non-biodegradable
materials,

Lots of flies =

@ APPLY TO YOUR GARDEN

Use well-composted horse manure
to enrich soil, improve structure,
and boost fertility.

BENEFITS OF HORSE MANURE COMPOST

Adds essential
nutrients

Improves soil structure
and water retention

=% Healthy Horse. Healthy Soil. Healthy Garden. A Natural Cycle

W & O

Encourages beneficial
microorganisms
and earthworms

Promotes strong, bealthy
plants and bigger vields

A natural, sustainable
resource right from
your stablel

Recycles waste
and protects the
environment

Not heating up

Too hot (>165°F)

Add dry browns and turn.

Too dry or not enough nitrogen.
Add water or manure
and turn.

Pile is too large or too dry.
Turn and add water

if needed.

Cover fresh manure with
browns (straw, leaves).

HOW TO APPLY

In Garden Beds
+ Work 1-2 inches into the top 4—6 inches of soil
* Use 1-2 inches of compost as a mulch on top

For Vegetable Gardens
» Apply 1-2 inches before planting and mix in
+ Side-dress during the season

For Lawns
+ Top-dress with 1/4=1/2 inch and water in

For Trees & Shrubs
+ Spread 2—3 inches around the base, keeping
it a few inches away from the trunk

Always water after applying compost.

SAFETY REMINDER
Always compost horse manure before
using it in your parden. Fresh manure
can burn plants and may contain

weed seeds and pathogens.

Well-composted manure
is zafe, stable, and

perfect for your plants!
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