THE POWER OF LAYERS
af Benefits of Mulch in Your Vegetable Garden % _

s Healthy soil. Happy plants. Bigger harvests.

Mulch is more than just a covering—it’s a natural way to build healthy soil, save time,
&5 give your vegetables the best start. Layering different materials creates a powerful,
living system that feeds your garden from the ground up!

TOP BENEFITS OF USING LAYERS OF MULCH

1. CONSERVES 2. CONTROLS 3. IMPROVES 50IL 4. REGULATES SOIL 5. PREVENTS S0IL 6. BOOSTS PLANT 7. SAVES TIME
WEEDS HEALTH TEMPERATURE EROSION & COMPACTION = GROWTH & YIELDS & EFFORT

Mulch slows A thick layer of Organic mulch breaks Mulch keeps soil Mulch protects soil Healthier soil, Less watering,

water evaporation, mulch blocks down over time, cooler in summer from heavy rain fewer weeds, less weeding,

keeping soil sunlight, stopping adding nutrients, and warmer in and wind, and and steady and less soil

moist longer and weed seeds from improving soil winter, protecting prevents it from moisture lead to maintenance

reducing how germinating, structure, and feeding roots and extending becoming hard stronger plants means more time

often you water. beneficial organisms. your growing and compacted. and bigger to enjoy your
SEAS0MN, harvests! garden!

HOW TO BUILD LAYERS OF MULCH - THE PERFECT RECIPE FOR HEALTHY SOIL

EXAMPLE LAYERING FOR A VEGETABLE BED
Top: 2—4" straw or shredded leaves

TOP LAYER (2-4 inches)
Protective Mulch

Leaves, straw, wood chips,
shredded bark, or compost
This is your "blanket” that
protects the layers below,
conserves moisture, and
suppresses weeds,

1-2" finished compost
2-4" dry leaves or straw

1-2" grass clippings or green plant material

©~500

Small twigs or straw (optional for drainage)

n NUTRIENT-RICH LAYER (1-2 inches) Water well after building your layers.
Compost Let nature do the rest!

Adds nutrients and beneficial
microbes as it breaks down.

3 BROWN LAYER (2-4 inches)
Carbon-Rich Materials

Dry leaves, straw, pine needles,
sawdust, shredded paper

These provide carbon and help

with air Sow and decompasition. HOW THICK SHOULD MULCH BE?

6"
GREEN LAYER (1-2 inches)

Nitrogen-Rich Materials Keep your total mulch layer

Grass clippings, vegetable scraps, about 4-6 inches deep.

coffee grounds, fresh leaves

These add nitrogen to feed Replenish as needed

soil life and break down faster.

n BASE LAYER (Optional)
Small Twigs / Branches
Helps with drainage and
air circulation at the bottom.

BEST MULCH MATERIALS FOR YDUR GARDEN
STRAW SHREDDED LEAVES WOOD CHIPS GRASS CLIPPINGS COMPOST PINE NEEDLES SHREDDED BARK

throughout the season

as it breaks down.

. Ligbtwecighr.-& easy touse  » Free and shundant » Long-lasting * High in nitrogen +» Mutrient-rich » Great for acid-loving + Long-lasting

= Great for retaining moisture. = Breaks down easily « Great for paths * Use a thin layer * Improves soil structure plants « Attractive & effective
e ]:jeaj for "E'E'emblﬂ' * Excellent for all and benmn Bl * Let dry slightly to + Llse as a layer in . 1,1::ng—|slsting + Breaks down slowly—

like Sumabote; peppe, vegetable gardens * Use fine chips for avoid matting your mulch recipe » Helps with weed control replenish as needed

and squash vegetable beds

EXTRA TIPS FOR MULCH SUCCESS NATURE'S CYCLE: MULCH GIVES BACK A HEALTHY GARDEN STARTS FROM THE GROUND UP!
W' Keep mulch a few inches away from plant stems You add mulch It breaks down, Layers of mulch protect your soil, save you time,
to prevent rot and pests. to your garden. feeding soil and help you grow more food naturally.
W Water before adding mulch to trap moisture.
Treat [ like a living thing—

' Replenish mulch regularly as it breaks down. iz Iyaur mll ; al W:Lg =

W Use what you havel Mix materials for the best results. hS e lmdibe

v reward you all season long!

Fall leaves and yard waste are free gardem gold'

Strong plants

produce bigger, Healthy soil grows
betrer harvests! strong plants,

., L — e = o

Good Mulch Today = Healthy Soil Tomorrow = Abundant Harvests All Season! €=



